"What am I running away from?" she said to herself, pulling
herself up- *Tm not afraid of that dear noisy old man."
"Your fears and hopes are only fancies" said a voice close to
her, proceeding from a very shortsighted elderly man in spec-
tacles who was sitting on a gnarled log. "In running away you
were acting on a conditioned reflex. It is quite simple. Having
lived among lions you have from your childhood associated the
sound of a roar with deadly danger. Hence your precipitate
flight when that superstitious old jackass brayed at you. This
remarkable discovery cost me twenty-five years of devoted re-
search, during which I cut out the brains of innumerable dogs,
and observed their spittle by making holes in their cheeks for
them to salivate through instead of through their tongues. The
whole scientific world is prostrate at my feet in admiration of this
colossal achievement and gratitude for the light it has shed on the
great problems of human conduct."
"Why didnt you ask me?" said the black girl. "I could have
told you in twentyfive seconds without hurting those poor dogs."
"Your ignorance and presumption are unspeakable" said the
old myop. "The fact was known of course to every child; but
it had never been proved experimentally in the laboratory; and
therefore it was not scientifically known at all. It reached me as
an unskilled conjecture: I handed it on as science. Have you ever
performed an experiment, may I ask?"
"Several" said the black girl. "I will perform one now. Do
you know what you are sitting on?"
"I am sitting on a log grey with age, and covered with an
uncomfortable rugged bark" said the myop.
"You are mistaken" said the black girl. "You are sitting on a
sleeping crocodile."
With a yell which Micah himself might have envied, the myop
rose and fled frantically to a neighboring tree, up which he
climbed catlike with an agility which in so elderly a gentleman
was quite superhuman.
"Come down" said the black girl. "You ought to know that
crocodiles are only to be found near rivers, I was only trying an
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